Why is it a problem?
Himalayan balsam shades and crowds out many
native species, and produces lots of nectar
and therefore attractive to pollinators often to
the detriment of native flowering plants.
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Once dominant in its invaded habitat, the shallow
root system can promote erosion during die back,
subsequently causing destruction of the bankside
structure, loss of land and increasing sediment in the river.
Dense stands can impede water flow at times of high
rainfall, thereby increasing the likelihood of flooding.

What are the
Lincolnshire Rivers
Trust doing?

CAN YOU HELP
THE WITHAM
FIGHT BACK
AGAINST
INVASION?
Our local river has a trespasser
on its banks, Himalayan balsam is
destroying the diverse habitat
of the River Witham.

With the support of the Environment Agency we
have started a yearly programme of removal on
the Upper Witham. With the help of volunteers and
a local contractor, removal at key points has been
commenced, working logically downstream from the
most upstream point in which the plants occur.

However, if we work
together, we can vanquish
this unwelcome visitor.
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In partnership with:

Other

non-native species

Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica)
This plant was originally from Japan and was
first introduced in the late 19th century.

Spreads easily, especially along rivers where
roots can become snapped and transported
downstream during flood events.
Roots can cause structural damage to paving,
tarmac, buildings and flood defence structures.

How can you help?

if you spot any of these plants when out
walking by the river then let us know
at lincsrivers@gmail.com. We will
use your information to help us map
where it is growing and allow us to
plan our work to remove it effectively,
a photograph will also help with
identification. If you are a landowner
(this includes gardens that have a river
frontage) then see below.
Advice for Landowners

Himalayan Balsam is listed under the EU Invasive
Alien Species of Concern and Schedule 9 Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (for England and Wales). All
landowners have a legal responsibility to manage,
control and where possible eradicate this species from
their land, and not allow it to spread into the wild.

What is it?

Introduced as a garden plant
in the early 19th century.
A tall plant growing to 2.5m the tallest in Europe.
Deep purple/pink to white helmet
shaped flowers and a strong
balsam smell.
It grows rapidly and spreads
quickly – long growing season
from May to October
The explosion of the Himalayan
balsam fruit capsule can fire
seeds up to four metres, the
seeds can also float contaminating
land further downstream.

Giant hogweed
(Heracleum mantegazzianum)

Native to Caucasia and Central Asia, it introduced in
Britain as an ornamental plant, and closely resembles our
native species Cow Parsley (Heracleum sphondylium).
Grows up to seven metres in height and each plant
can produce between 10,000 and 50,000 seeds, which
enables the plant to spread rapidly along watercourses.
Giant Hogweed has deeply toothed leaves,
a mottled purple and hollow steam and
distinctive “hairs” on the stem.
The plant produces phytotoxic sap which can cause
skin burns if it comes in contact with your skin.

How to tackle it

The aim is to prevent the plant flowering and/
or setting seeds early in the season in June, and
again in August/September. Do not undertake any
action once the seed capsules are exploding.

Manual control

It is easily pulled by hand, ensure the stem is broken
below the bottom node to prevent it re-rooting.
You can also mow or strim below the bottom node.

Chemical control

Glyphosate herbicides will remove the plant.
However, when spraying next to a water course
you will require:
An Environment Agency AQUAHERB permit
A PA6AW spray certificate
Aquatic approved herbicide

Grazing and stock control

Introduce grazing and trampling early
in the season when the seeds are
germinating and the plants are
tender and sweet.
Further information on identification and control
can be found at: nonnativespecies.org

